
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 1 3, 20 0 3 LR 16

have some concern there and I hope that we can work with that.
I al s o, l ook i ng back now, I t hi nk t he pr i o r l ang u age j u s t
addressing teachers may have been more appropriate because I
don't mind the teachers becoming a member of the Legislature,
but I t hi nk a seni or admi ni s t r a t o r wi t h i n a l a r ge schoo l
dis t r i c t i nvo l v e ment i n t he L e g is l a t u r e w i t h a vot i ng ca p a c i t y ,
I must say that I do have some concerns and some reservations.
And this language, currently, would open it up considerably. So
perhaps I'm wrong, perhaps I'm headed down the wrong trail, and
I could stand to be corrected, but those are my concerns. Thank
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Smi th. On wi t h
discussion, Senator Schimek, followed by Senator NcDonald.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes , than k you, Nr. President and members.
I'm sorry I didn't hear the l ast o f what you sai d, Sen ator
Smith , a nd I mi g h t ha v e a q u e s t i o n o r t wo o f y o u wh e n I he a r ou t
what i t wa s y ou sa i d . Bu t t he r e se e m s t o b e so m e q u e s t i o n s o n
the floor, and what this b ill does , I beli eve, is that it
addresses the larger question that was raised by the C~onwa
deci s i o n . I t , I me a n , i t a dd r e ss e s t h e f a c t t h a t we d o no t
conside r pub . . . or po l i t i cal sub d iv i s i o n s p a r t o f t he exe c u t i ve
branch. They are not executive officers, if you w ill. And
unless those members, those people who may be employed by the
pol i t i c a l su b d i v i s i o n , un l e s s t h e y a re e l ec t ed o f f i cer s wher e
they would h ave a di r ec t conf l i c t i n budg e t k i nd o f ma t t er s , and
so forth, we do n ot believe that they should be considered a
p art of the executive branch. I, personally, think the Con wa
decision was very, very, very questionable because I on't
b el i eve t h a t a co l l ege pr o f es s o r i s t r ul y a pol i c y -m a k i n g
person. And so I don't see what the conflict was with Senator
Conway. Ne v e r t h e l e s s , we h a d t h a t co u r t d e c i s i o n . I t h i nk i t ' s
when you get into the prob...when you get into problems is when
t hat p o l i t i cal or t hat sub d iv i s i o n e mp l oyee , l i ke , f or i ns t an c e ,
a school teacher wants to run for the school board. Then that
is a direct conflict because that s chool te acher is directly
a f f e c t e d b y t h e p o l i c i e s o f t h a t sc ho o l bo a r d . Bu t i f t ha t
school teacher wants to serve in the Legislature and his or her
school board i s willing to let that happen, makes arrangements
for them to be gone, for instance, in the w inter se mester, as
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